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UNCLAS NVUAKCHOTT 1635 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PINS, MR, AG 

SUBJ: MAURITANIA CASTIGATES ALGERIA AT OAU SESSION 

1 . MAURITANIAN FOREIGN NNN ITER HAMDI OULD MOUKNASS TOOK 
ALGERIA TO TASK AT RECENT OAU MEETING FOR ALGERIAN "INVASION" 
OF MAURITANIA. FULL TEXT OE MOUKNASS' COMDENMATION OF 
ALGERIA BEXE JULY 2 OAU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS' MEETING 

WAS PRINTED IN MAURITANIAN PRESS. HIGHLIGHTS FOLLOW. 

2. MOUKNASS REFERRED TO RECENT POLISARIO ATTACKS INSIDE 
MAURITANIA AS "A NEW, SERIOUS MILITARY AGGRESSION OE 
EXCEPTIONAL GRAVITY LAUNCHED FROM ALGERIAN SOIL BY 
ARMED BANDS RECRUITED, TRAINEEYN ORGANIZED, AND FINANCED 
BY ALGERIAN LEADERS AND WHICH WAS COMPOSED ESSENTIALLY 
OF MAURITANIAN MERCENARIES AND ALGERIAN CITIZENS." 

MUUKNASS ARGUED THAT GOAL OE ARMED BANDS WAS "TNJ 
OVERTHROW MAURITANIAN GOVERNMENT AND TO INSTALL 

NEW REGIME IN PAY OF ALGIERS". MOUKNASS SAID HE SEES 
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ALGERIAN LEADERS VIS-A-VIS MAURITANIA AND EQUALLY 
CRIMNAL BEHAVIOUR OE SPINOLA VIS-A-VIS PROUD GUINEAN 
PEOPLE DURING SHAMEFUL EXPEDITION WHICH WAS AIMED AT 
ASSASSINATING PRESIDENT AHMED SEKOU TOURE AND VIOLENTLY 
OVERTHROWING HIS REGIME.” MOUKNASS THEN NOTED THAT "NO 
RESOLUTION OE ANY KIND WHATSOEVER, INTERNATIONAL OR 
REGIONAL, HAS MANDATED ALGZDIAN GOVERNMENT TO SETTLE 
REGIONAL PROBLEMS IN ITS WAYS AND HAS NOT CONFERRED TO 
IT THE ROLE OF POLICEMAN IN THIS REGION". 

3. MOUKNASS ALSO TOOK OPPORTUNITY OF COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS' SESSION TO RELEASE NAMES OF ALLEGED ALGERIAN 
OFEICERS WHO TOOK PART IN JUNE ATTACKS INSIDE MAURITANIA 
AND WHO WERE SKXSEQUENTLY TAKEN PRISONER. NAMES INCLUDED LT. 
BECHIR MOHAMED RACHID (SERIAL NUMBER 3747, GROUP OP EL 
BEDER, ALGERIAN UNIT NO. 169), SUB-LT. AHMED OUMOU, 

SUB-LT. EL ARBI M'BARECK, SUB-LT. MOHAMED SAID KAZOUNI, 

SUB-LT. ABEID, ST-LT. BODI SAID, AND SUB-LT. BRAHIM 
AHMED MAHMOUD. MOUKNASS THEN PRPOSED THAT COMMISSION 
REPRESENTING DIFFERENT APRICAN GOVERNMENTS AS WELL 
AS OAU OPFICE OP SECRETARY GENERAL VISIT MAURITANIA 
FOR PURPOSE OF QUESTIONING PRISONERS ABOUT THEIR 
NATIONALITYJM BASE FROM WHICH THEY BEGAN ATTACK 
ORIGIN OF THEIR ARMS AND EQUIPMENT, AND OBJECTIVE OP 
THEIR OPERATION. 
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